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The title of this book suggests that it deals solely 
with diagnostic and clinical aspects of immuno- 
globulins as part of a wider consideration of their 
physiology. In fact it includes both diagnostic in- 
terpretations, methodological details and a review 
of immunoglobulin structure and function. This 
reviewer was struck by the illogical order of 
presentation and the differing treatments express- 
ed in each chapter. In compensation, however, 
there is much valuable material. 
The first part of this volume discusses protein 
electrophoresis. In this section there is an outstan- 
dingly well-written and informative review of high 
resolution agarose electrophoresis and its inter- 
pretation, a chapter not to be missed by the 
pathologist involved in the clinical interpretation 
of electrophoretic patterns. A second chapter by 
the same author on immuno-fixation is also useful, 
as is the introduction to the new technique of high 
resolution two-dimensional electrophoresis. Other 
chapters in this section provide helpful review 
information. 
The middle sections were perhaps of the least in- 
terest, though the different factors required for the 
quantitation of proteins by centrifugal analysis are 
well delineated. The chapter entitled ‘Interpreta- 
tion of serum protein values’ though highlighting 
the demographic variables that need to be con- 
sidered in the quantitation of serum immuno- 
globulins, and providing useful data as a basis for 
their interpretation, fails to proceed to indicate in 
a practical manner the diagnostic interpretations 
that can be made therefrom. 
The penultimate chapter on antibody structure 
can be commended and provides a concise, clear 
and wide ranging account of this topic. It is follow- 
ed by a helpful brief review of immunoglobulin E. 
It is the reviewer’s opinion that more formal 
‘text book’ contributions would have been more 
valuable than the somewhat restricted content of 
some of the chapters. Nevertheless, the volume is 
full of useful information, attractively and clearly 
presented. 
S.B. Rosalki 
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